
A Response To Tragedy 
Why The Local Church Matters 
LifeGroup Notes 

   
Main Idea 

We are the local church, and the local 
church is the hope of the world. 
 
Key Scriptures  

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
  Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
  Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst    for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
  Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
  Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of 
God. 
  Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 5:3-10 NIV 
 
Our Core Values: 

1. We welcome home the messy. 
2. We equip and launch the called. 
3. We make Jesus tangible. 

We are a spiritual order, a colony of 
heaven, a pilgrim people, traveling 
toward the day of Christ's return. 
Gathering as many as we can along 
the way. 
 
Additional Scripture: 

“Come to me, all you who labor and 
are heavy-laden, and I will give you 
rest.” Matthew 11:28 
 
“Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations…” Matthew 28:19 
 
Do not merely listen to the word, and 
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  
James 1:22 
 

 

 

 

 

Start talking.  

• What have been your thoughts and feelings regarding the 
tragedy in Texas? 

• How might such an event impact our community? 

• Why does a local church matter during times of hurt, loss, 
and confusion? 

Start thinking.  

• Read Matthew 5:1-11 out loud. 

• How might those words been originally received by those 
gathered on the hillside?  

• What would have been most profound? What would have 
been most confusing? 

• Why did Jesus choose to open this day’s teaching with those 
statements? 

Start sharing.  

• Which of the statements resonate most with you? Explain. 

• How do these statements provide hope in the midst of 
tragedy? 

• Why should these verses help guide us as a local church? 

• How do these beatitudes connect to our core values as 
Harbor Church? 

Start doing.  

• Describe one way you can “welcome home the messy” in 
your life and on Sunday mornings? 

• What does it mean when we use the phrase “the called”? Are 
all of us called? How can we as a local church better equip 
and launch people to pursue their God-given passions? 

• What is one way you can make Jesus tangible in your 
neighborhood this week? 

Start praying.  

Please spend time in prayer for Harbor Church. For our staff, 
leaders, and volunteers. Pray that we would be faithful to pursue 
Jesus along the path He has put before us. Pray for opportunities 
to dig deeper into relationships with Harbor folks and for 
opportunities to serve alongside one another. Pray that God 
would continue to give us passion and courage to be all that 
Harbor Church has been called to be.  


