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Main Idea 

We can cling to hope, knowing God will draw 
near to us. 
 
Key Scriptures 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts … Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as 
you have promised, you may now dismiss your 
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the sight 
of all nations: a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. 
Luke 2:25-29 
 
My health may fail, and my spirit may grow 
weak, but God remains the strength of my 
heart; he is mine forever. But as for me, how 
good it is to be near God! I have made the 
Sovereign Lord my shelter, and I will tell 
everyone about the wonderful things you do. 
Psalm 73:26, 28 
 
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for 
and assurance about what we do not see. 
Hebrews 11:1 
 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing 
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith. Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, 
and he will live with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and 
be their God. He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be not more death or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away. Revelation 21:3-4 
 
Biblical hope is a confident expectation based 
upon a sure foundation. 
 

 
When we cling to hope: 

• We can let go.  
o Of fear. 
o Of doubt. 
o Of entangling sin 

• We can move forward. 
o In peace. 
o In freedom. 
o In confidence. 

 
Start talking.  
• Who are some of the most hopeful people you know? 

• What sets them apart? 

Start thinking.  

• How would you define “hope”? 

• What is the difference between hope as an “idea” vs. as a practical reality? 

• Read Luke 2:25-29. Pastor Joel explained that “righteous and devout” carried with 
it that Simeon had taken hold of the promises of God and made them his own. How 
would that have impacted how he lived his life? 

• How long may it have been between when Simeon was given the promise to when 
he meets Jesus? Why was he able to cling to hope during this time? 

• Read Psalm 73:26. What is the choice the Psalmist is making? 

• Read Psalm 73:28. What is the response of the Psalmist now that he has chosen to 
make the Lord his shelter? 

Start sharing.  

• Read Hebrews 11:1. How does that verse resonate in you? 

• Read Hebrews 12:1-2. Who are the “witnesses” God has surrounded you with? 

• How does a confident hope enable you to let go and move forward? 

Start doing. 

• What is one area Jesus is inviting you to let go? 

• What steps can you take to move forward? 

Closing prayer.  

Lord, help me to cling to you. Holy Spirit clear away the confusion, the doubt, and the 
fear that seeks to entangle me. Jesus I declare your promises to be true. I declare that 
you are trustworthy in all that you do. Stir in me a confident expectation in your way 
and your will. Though storms may come and the oceans of my life may rise, I know you 
can be trusted. Help me to cry out as the apostle Paul, “to live is Christ and to die is 
gain”! Lord strengthen me as I daily choose to place my hope in your plans while fixing 
my eyes on Jesus. Amen. 


